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With Deon's impending departure, the herd of cows
came up for sale. The cows are indispensable to the
project. Their hooves work the land and the excreta
restore and fertilise the soil and forest. The cow
dung is the basis for all agricultural and forestry
activities.

Together with Stand as One Ministry, Tree of Life
bought the cows and invested in the welfare of the
animals. Goals for the coming years are to breed and
sell cows and bulls sustainably. Old cows will be
slaughtered for their meat, even with potential for
sale. 
A system to store and sell manure is also being
considered.

Thanks to the cows, the (forest) farming system is
less vulnerable and more climate-proof.
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Maintaining a forest agriculture field is a daily recurring task. Two
managers are employed with a flexible pool of staff, depending on the
season. Tasks range from pruning to watering and from checking for
diseases to making decisions for the future.

In 2024, several demonstration fields suffered from diseases. For instance,
almost all banana trees had to be cut down. This is a learning point for both
the local team and for us in managing the project remotely. The challenge
for the coming time is learning from these things and ensuring that a
disease is detected in time. Fortunately, this year's crop could largely be
saved.

Agroforestry course
In May and November, a total of almost forty participants from abroad
came for the agroforestry course. Participants from Eswatini, Ghana,
Zambia and the Netherlands, among others, learned the basics about
forest agriculture in one week. They designed a forest agriculture field,
applicable in their home countries.
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In 2024, we saw the result of the
first two farmers building
demonstration gardens in their
villages. In Duncan's village,
people were amazed by the fact
that a variety of crops can be
harvested all year round. This is
an important step to shorten the
hunger season.

In Mr. Bonongwe's village,
everyone is won over, all wanting
to join in because his field looks
really good!

In addition, eight trainers have
been trained. They go to the
villages to carry out a so-called
‘community mapping’.
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Villagers give their own input
on the current and desired
situation. The village then sets
to work together on the
solution. Thanks to EO
Metterdaad, we can provide a
helping hand with seeds and
and cutting materials. In 2025,
the project will be completed.
By then, ten villages will
hopefully have flourishing
gardens and a variety of crops
that can be harvested at
different times of the year.
This will make them less
dependent on maize alone.



 Malawi



 Malawi

Empowering Girls
Workshops for teenage girls
took place in October and
December. Their aim was to
educate girls about
menstruation and sexuality.
Girls in Malawi usually miss
school one week a month
because they do not have
sanitary pads.

In collaboration with the
Malawian organisation Days
for Girls, we organised
workshops for girls where
they receive a packet of
washable sanitary pads and
learn about their cycle.

Last October, the full board
travelled to Malawi and Bianca could
also share something about how
valuable girls are in God's eyes.

In addition, she shared, "You can
hardly imagine it, but one girl told
me she went to the river one week a
month. Where other girls could use
old rags, she could not. She had
tears in her eyes when she received
her package. It was of great value to
me to be there. We encouraged
them to mainly finish school and
wait to have children until they have
a stable relationship with a good,
reliable
man."



 Malawi



 Malawi

Soccer and Character Building
Youth soccer is still being played fanatically in Malawi. There are
24 teams in total, divided into under-14s and under-16s. There
are also several girls' teams.

The teams play against each other in various leagues. An extra
grass pitch was laid out at Mitongwe last year, which is ideally
suited for matches.

The youngsters also learn life lessons: discipline (being on time!)
and caring for the community around them. For instance, they
plant community gardens and sometimes build energy-efficient
cookers.

The soccer teams are led by capable leaders and by their
manager Emmanuel. Youth with talent in leadership or with
other qualities can be invited to be trained. For they are the
leaders of the future.
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Cameroon

The Salem Centre also produces fruits and vegetables
to give away to the needy. For example, a Bible school
receives maize and sweet potatoes for its own
consumption and sale. This income provides for the
study expenses of one or more students who can’ t
afford their studies.

Some students from the neighbourhood have side jobs
at the centre. One says: "I am very grateful for this
project. Being able to work here has allowed me to use
my earnings for my tuition fees."

Another intern said she learnt a lot about using waste
to make compost. She helped an employee make a
composting toilet.

Sometimes trainings are held outside the region. One
school's feedback is: 'Your work is immensely valuable.
Please come again soon!'
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Pioneer
Sites

In Kalemie, a piece of agricultural land
has been acquired to train refugee
Pygmies in sustainable agriculture.

A demonstration field has been established in
Bolgatanga. Last year, three hundred farmers
were trained. There is vision to start a national
training centre.

Lech Acharai training centre was born when Pieter
& Corina bought land in Gobabis. Focus is to
provide apprenticeships and become self-
sufficient by selling the harvest.
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Namibia
“For weeks, if not months, one drop is looked forward to. When one falls, it can become
several and this can result in a good rain. You feel the excitement, the anticipation. The
hope in the people you meet. It is the talk of the day.

In the second rainy season we experience, we discover and realise more and more how
necessary a good rainy season is. Knees are bent, prayers said. In radio broadcasts, ‘rain’
is a hot topic. It is dry, very dry. The dam here in the village is almost empty.

And then it was Christmas Day: you smell the rain, see the clouds coming and you keep
praying incessantly. Then you see the first drop fall and that afternoon almost looks like
an autumn day in the Netherlands. A gentle rain feeding the earth. We are talking about
millimetres, but each one is one.

In the days that followed, there were more such afternoons where several millimetres
fell. What a gift! It is wonderful to see what it does directly to the soil. You see green
sprouting up, everything can breathe. Last weekend, as much as fiftymm fell in two
evenings!

Rain or ‘ reeën’  as we say here: an important natural phenomenon and a blessing from
Above! Meter readings are kept, photos taken of several dams filling up.

The rainy season has begun! It may last up to three months. What a gift it will be if more
often it will be like last weekend."

Written by Corina Schouten - Project Namibia
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